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• Targus Computer Accessories

• Gift Certifi cate any Cosmetic Procedure 

• Health club memberships

• Hair and Esthetics Gift Certifi cate

• Wine Basket

• Gourmet Wine and Cheese Set

• Golf Club gift certifi cate

• Woodbine Entertainment Gift certifi cate

• Toronto Maple Leafs  Tickets

• Somerset Flowers and Gifts 

gift certifi cate

• Toronto Maple Leaf Tickets - February 1st 

vs. Florida Panthers  - Platinum Section 

107 - Row 9 Seats 17/18      

• Toronto Maple Leaf Tickets - February 

7th vs. Atlanta Thrashers - Platinum 

Section 107 - Row 9 Seats 17/18     

• ‘Pride’ photo art from Lexi Mitz ( Artist = 

Lexi Mitz (www.ilexi.ca)                                                                      

• Offi  cial NHL Referee Jersey signed by all 

NHL referees                                                                                      

• Floorball Sports Package - including 2 

sticks, 2 balls and dvd    

• Mezza Notte Trattoria gift certifi cate 

• Bounce entertainment Inc. gift certifi cate

• Brushnell Binoculars 

• Yonge Eglinton Cosmetic Centre 

gift certifi cates

• Jose Calderone basket ball sweater 

signed or 2 tickets to a raptors game

• NHL Signed Jersey

• ... plus more!

SILENT AUCTION ITEMS

Thanks to Rick Montgomery, owner of Miller Tavern  and his staff :

tonight’s menu 

Caprese Skewers

Vegetable Spring Rolls

Aged Cheddar & Ham Sliders

Black Tiger Shrimp Skewers

Seasonal Tartlets

Grilled Chicken Satays

Beef Sliders

Breads & Spreads

Freshly Shucked Seasonal Oysters

Seafood Paella 

Beer Products

Compliments of Molson’s

White Wines

Pinot Grigio / Sauvignon Blanc / Chardonnay

Red Wines

Cabernet Sauvignon / Merlot.

TORONTO’S 7 TH ANNUAL

A PORTION OF TONIGHT’S PROCEEDS WILL BE DONATED TO THE BRAIN INJURY SOCIETY OF 

TORONTO AND OTHER BRAIN INJURY ASSOCIATIONS ACROSS CANADA

Presenting Sponsor:

Supporting Sponsors:

MONDAY, JANUARY 24TH, 2011 
Miller Tavern 

Alpha Global IT
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2010 Hawaiian Oyster Odysseys 
are off to a great start.

On January 26, 2010 Torontonians 
cranked up the heat at the 6th Annual 
Hawaiian Oyster Odyssey in support 
of the Brain Injury Association of 
Canada and the Brain Injury Society 
of Toronto. 

The beach-themed event, which has 
now been held in every province 
in Canada as BIAC's signature 
fundraiser, attracted over 125 
participants including brain injury 
survivors such as guest speaker 
Gary Otsu, a veteran of BIAC 
national conferences and a long-time 
volunteer.

This year's Toronto HOO was held at 
the Miller Tavern, the site of the fi rst 
in Canada. Owner Rick Montgomery 
was honoured for his role in starting 
the HOOs and even picked the name.

The evening was hosted by Beverly 
Thomson, co-host of CTV’s Canada 
AM and had various special guests, 
including: 

• Shirley Johnson, BIAC president 
• Hon. Deb Matthews, Ontario’s 

Minister of Health and Long-
Term Care 

• Hon. Kathleen Wynne, Ontario’s 
Minister of Transportation

• Dr. Charles Tator, Founder of 
Think First and Neurosurgeon, 
Toronto Western Hospital

• Mark Rochon, President and 
CEO, Toronto Rehabilitation 
Institute and Past Chair, Ontario 
Hospital Association

• Dr. Barry A. McLellan, President 
& CEO, Sunnybrook Health 
Sciences Centre

• Piroska Bata, a neurotrauma 
nurse at Humber River Hospital 
who is also a caregiver for her 
father, who recently suffered a 
severe brain injury

• Harry Zarins, Executive Director, 
Brain Injury Association of 
Canada

The annual Hawaiian Oyster 
Odyssey events increase awareness 
and promote the prevention of brain 
injuries and raise funds to advocate 
for survivors such as Gary Otsu, who 
share their inspirational stories at each 
of the Odysseys.

This year’s HOOs have already 
raised over $120,000, which includes 
$75,000 in National sponsorships 
from the Insurance Bureau of Canada 
for $50,000, $15,000 from TD Bank 
Financial Group and $10,000 from 
We Care Home Health Services. A 
total of over $600,000 has been raised 
since the fi rst HOO in 2005. 

Brain injury is the number one 
disabler and cause of death for 
Canadians under 45, despite being 
a preventable condition. Each year, 
50,000 Canadians are affected with 
a brain injury and incidence rates are 
continuing to rise. 

Supporting sponsors who donated 
over $32,000 included fi ve $5,000 
donors (the Ontario Neurotrauma 
Foundation, Bombardier, CIBC, 
Prism Medical and Scotiabank) as 
well as Brave Consulting, the Posluns 
Family Foundation, Air Canada, 
Alpha Laboratories and Goodmans 
Law Firm. 

Always a great success, HOO events 
are now being kicked off by passionate 
volunteers in every province across 
Canada.

The next HOOs are being held in 
Ottawa on April 14th and Montreal 
on April 29th.
                                                            
By Leanna Karremans

Leanna Karremans is a two-year veteran of the 

Toronto Hawaiian Oyster Odyssey committee. 

This year, she was responsible for the marketing 

materials including the invitation and the 

program.

Ministers, Doctors, Nurse and Survivor headline 
Toronto Odyssey - Over $120, 000 already donated for BIAC for 2o1o- Over $120, 000 already donated for BIAC for 2o1o

p g ,
including: 

Above:  TV Ontario television host Steve Paikin 
and his 6-year-old daughter, Guilia. Steve is a 
long-time supporter and BIAC and the HOOs. 
Steve was also the moderator of the national 
leader debates in the 2006 and 2008 Canadian 
elections. He hosts the hour-long daily news 
program, the Agenda with Steve Paikin, which 
is shown across Ontario and is available on the 
internet at www.tvo.org/theagenda.

Above: Ontario Ministers of 
Transportation and Health 
Kathleen Wynne MPP and 
Deb Matthews MPP with 
BIAC Fundraising Chair 
Howard Brown. Both are 
long-time supporters of the 
work BIAC is doing.

Left: The night’s 
MC was Beverly 
Thomson, co-host of 
CTV’s Canada AM, 
who is well-respected 
across the country 
for her long-time 
charity work with 
organizations like 
ThinkFirst and the 
Canadian Breast 
Cancer Foundation.

Below: Rick Montgomery, co-founder of 
the Hawaiian Oyster Odyssey and Howard 
Stevenson, past Treasurer of BIAC. Rick was 
honoured for his support for BIAC.

Right: Presenting 
sponsor Ralph 
Palumbo, Ontario 
Vice-President of the 
Insurance Bureau 
of Canada presents 
this year’s donation 
of $50,000 to BIAC 
President Shirley 
Johnson.

Reprinted from “IMPACT Pathways Ahead”, biac newsletter, march 2010
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2011 Toronto HOO Committee

Contact Information

Brain Injury Association of Canada 

Brain Injury Association of Canada
155 Queen St, Suite 808
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L1

Local calls: (613) 762-1222
Toll free: (866) 977-2492
Fax: (613) 236-5208

E-mail: info@biac-aclc dot ca
www.biac-aclc.ca
www.hawaiianoysterodysseys.ca

Charitable #86 277 1540

Contact Information

Brain Injury Society of Toronto

P.O Box 4999, 660 
Eglinton Avenue East
Toronto M4G 4G1
Ph : 416 830 1485
Email: info@bist.ca
www.bist.ca

Charitable # 85 096 4347

toronto hoo committee

Melissa Adamson

Piroska Bata

Glen Brown

Howard Brown

Matthew Brown

Brenda Caplan

Michael Clouthier

Sarah Clouthier

Kim Cohen

Robyn Connolly 

Alex Courneya

Andrew Coyne

Anastasia Danilovitch

Siobhan Desroches

Charles Edwards

Tina George

Joshua Gottlieb

Lisa Goulet

Katrina King

Ilona Khoyker

Laura Kobsa

Adrian Lang

Erika L’Archeveque

Wesley Lotto

Lillian Marson

Mary Masucci

MariaAngela Meleca

Erin McKee

Clare McCormack

Cristina Onose

Gary Otsu

Luigi Presta

Gigi Rosenberg

Marianna Shirshov

Martin Schwartz

John Schram

Keith Simmons

Howard Stevenson

Jamie Sutherland

Kinga Surma

biac board of directors

Larry Carlson 

Jeannette Holman-Price 

Barb Butler 

Shelly Wieser 

Pauline Lutes 

Shirley Johnson

Mary Ann Peters

Val Bergeron

Jane Warren 

JoAnn McInnis 

Marina White 

Katherine Day 

Bill Pashby 

Neil Nichols 

June Jeffries 

Harry Zarins

bist board members

Jonathan Burton 

Judy Moir 

Gary Gerber 

Paul McCormack 

Danielle Berehowsky

Joseph Campisi

Todd Gotlieb

Stefanie Linton

Denise McRiner

Greg Noack

Marnie Russell

Donations can be made using PayPal on the 
Hawaiian Oyster Odyssey website at: 

 
www.hawaiianoysterodysseys.ca
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Brain Injury Association of Canada (BIAC) Initiatives

Brain injury is the leading disabler and cause of death for Canadians under 45. Your attendance 
and zealous consumption of oysters at Odysseys like tonight’s helps the Brain Injury Association 
of Canada implement many important initiatives such as:

Annual Survivor Conference

A national conference fully funded by BIAC. It brings together survivors, families and 
leaders to plan programs and services for the year. This year, the 7th Annual BIAC National 
Conference will be held from August 24-26, 2011 at the University of Prince Edward Island 
in Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island. Everyone is welcome. To register, please visit www.
biac-aclc.ca

Resources

BIAC has developed and continues 
to upgrade a comprehensive website 
that serves as a primary source of 
information and resources for the 
acquired brain injury community and 
their caregivers.

National Bursary Program

BIAC has successfully implemented 
a $2,000 National Bursary Program 
for acquired brain injury survivors 
in Canada to pursue educational 
opportunities in English or French 
at a post secondary institution or 
apprenticeship/trades programs

Education Events

BIAC has successfully organized and implemented injury prevention and risky behavior town halls 
which feature premier panelists. In these town halls, discussions have focused on a number of 
related topics such as multiple concussions and the relationship to dementia to name just a few. 
Most recently, BIAC’s eff orts have been rewarded when Intrawest directed that their ski school 
participants wear helmets and that their instructors do so as well.

Partnership with brain injury associations in provinces

Identifying new ways for national and provincial associations to work in partnership with the 
common goal of caring for the brain injured.

Helmet Legislation 
Advocating with government bodies for the introduction of a new legislation that would prevent 
the sale of helmets in Canada unless it meets the Canadian Standards Association (CSA) 
guidelines. Legislation would identify those products not making the grade as hazardous.

Delegates from across Canada at the Annual 

BIAC conference, in Montreal in 2009. Last 

year’s conference was held in Regina.
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TONIGHT’S PROGRAM

6:00 pm -  Hors d’oeuvres and cocktails
7:30 pm -  Welcome and introduction from Beverly Thomson.
7:35 pm -  Greetings from:
 Howard Brown and Katie Day, Co-Chairs, Toronto’s 7th Annual HOO
 Hon. Kathleen Wynne, MPP, Ontario’s Minister of Transportation
 Hon. Charles Sousa, MPP, Ontario’s Minister of Labour
7:40 pm -  Introducing of Sponsors including:
 Ralph Palumbo, Vice-President-Ontario, Insurance Bureau of Canada 
 Larry Carlson, President, Brain Injury Association of Canada
 Kent Bassett-Spiers, CEO, Ontario Neurotrauma Foundation
7:45 pm -  Brain Injury Stories from:
 Dr. Angela Colantonio, Senior Scientist, Toronto Rehabilitation Institute, and  
 Research Chair, for the Brain Injury Association of Canada
 Brad Cownden, University of Victoria student and Founder of BrainStorm Ride
 Rob Ashe, Brain Injury Survivor
7:50 pm -  Cocktails continue
8:45 pm -  Silent Auction Closes
8:55 pm -  Draw for Toronto Winner for Air Canada Tickets to Hawaii

tonight’s special guests also include:

Hon. Eric Hoskins MPP, MD, Ontario’s Minister of Citizenship and Immigration
Monte Kwinter MPP, Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Economic Development and Trade
David Zimmer MPP, Parliamentary Assistant to the Attorney-General 
DR. Helena Jaczek MPP, Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of the Environment
Tony Ruprecht MPP, formerly Ontario’s Minister Responsible for Disabled Persons
Mike Prue MPP, NDP Disability Critic
Dr. Kellie Leitch, Paediatric Orthopedic Surgeon, Toronto’s Hospital for Sick Kids and Author of 
Reaching for the Top: A Report by the Advisor on Healthy Children & Youth, Government of Canada.  
Karen Stintz, Toronto Transit Commission Chair and City Councillor
Jack Heath, Deputy Mayor, Town of Markham
Judi Cohen, Member, Toronto Police Services Board
Jim McKenny, Former Toronto Maple Leaf and CITY TV Sportscaster
Harry Zarins, Executive Director, Brain Injury Association of Canada
Barb Butler, Vice-President, Brain Injury Assication of Canada
Piroska Bata, BScN, Neurotrauma Nurse Manager, Humber River Regional Hospital
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message from David Johnston, 

the governor general of canada 

I am pleased to send my warm greetings to all those supporting 
the Brain Injury Association of Canada.

While the objectives of this event are, of course, to raise more 
resources for and awareness of the Brain Injury Association 
of Canada, they also recognize the hard work, dedication and 
commitment exhibited by its members and volunteers. You are 
all beacons of light, contributing to improving the lives of those 
suffering from serious and often debilitating injuries.

I would like to express my gratitude to the volunteers, members and supporters of the Brain Injury 
Association of Canada and to wish you all a very successful event.

The Rt. Hon. David Johnston, The Governor General

message from the rt. hon. stephen harper, 

prime minister of canada

It is with great pleasure that I extend my warmest greetings 
to everyone attending the 2011 Hawaiian Oyster Odyssey in 
support of the Brain Injury Association of Canada (BIAC).

This evening is a wonderful opportunity to highlight the 
vital role that this organization has played in the community. 
Established in 2003, the Brain Injury Association provides a 
wide variety of education, support and advocacy services to 
the more than 50,000 Canadians who sustain a brain injury 

annually. I am certain that everyone in attendance — survivors, their families, medical experts, 
community leaders and business professionals alike — will benefit from the chance to meet and 
network, share their stories and lend their support.

I would like to commend all those associated with the Brain Injury Association for improving the 
quality of life of your fellow citizens. I am sure that you will continue this valuable work for many 
years to come. 

Please accept my best wishes for an enjoyable evening, as well as every success in meeting your 
fundraising goals.

The  Rt. Hon. Stephen Harper, P.C., M.P., Prime Minister
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a message from the Mayor

 It is with pleasure that I extend greetings and warmly welcome everyone 
attending the 7th annual Hawaiian Osyter Odeyssey fundraiser hosted 
by Brain Injury Association of Canada (BIAC) in Toronto.

Founded in 2003, BIAC was established to improve the quality of the 
life of people eff ected by brain injuries. BIAC supports and advocates 
on  behalf of survivors, develops national public information resources, 
facilitates education and promotes injury prevention.

This evening’s Hawaiian Oyster Odyssey will raise awareness of brain 
injury prevention and raise funds to help BIAC continue its support and 

advocacy work for all patients nationwide.

On behalf of Toronto City Council, I thank the organizers, sponsors and volunteers who made this event 
possible. Please accept my best wishes for a memorable evening and continued success. 

Mayor Rob Ford, City of Toronto

a personal message from the premier 

On behalf of the Government of Ontario, I am delighted to extend 
warm greetings to everyone attending the Hawaiian Oyster Odyssey, 
the annual fundraiser in support of the Brain Injury Association of 
Canada (BIAC).

I believe that the health and well-being of Ontarians are our 
province’s most valuable resources. Acquired Brain Injury (ABI) is 
a condition that has potentially huge fi nancial and emotional costs 
— for the individual, for their families and for our health care system. 
Prevention, through education and safety advocacy, is one of our 
most eff ective weapons against ABI.

I would like to take this opportunity to commend BIAC for its commitment to improving the quality of 
life of those living with ABI and for promoting ABI prevention. I applaud everyone in attendance for 
helping BIAC carry out its valuable work. The funds raised tonight will help the association to develop 
and advance vital initiatives in the brain injury fi eld. Thank you for helping to ensure the success of this 
event — and for sending out a message of hope to Canadians living with ABI.

Please accept my best wishes for an enjoyable evening and a successful fundraiser.

Dalton McGuinty, Premier


